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®urocodis 1 KyIbTypa B aHTPOIOIOTTYHAX BHMIPAX Cy4acHOCTI : 30. Te3 gom. XII MikHap. Ha-
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V 301pHUKY onyOmiKoBaH1 Te3H aomoBiieil XII MibkHapoaHOi HaykoBOi KOoH(pepenmii «Dito-
codis 1 KyJIpTYpa B aHTPOIIOIIOTTYHHX BHMIPaX Cy4acHOCTI» 3 Haroau BcecBitHhoro /[asa @imocodii
(UNESCO). B nieHTpi yBard y49aCHHKIB 3HAXOIHTHCSI CBOEPIIHICTh HHHIIMHLOTO 3BYUAHHS aHTPOIIO-
noriyaux npoGiem. IlepeocMHCTIOIOUH yCTaleHy MPOTATOM IIOMEPENHIX AECATHIITH Te3y IIPO
«CMEPTh TIOIHHHY», YIACHHKH KOH(EpPEeHIIli 30cepe/DKYIOTh YBary Ha OCOOMHBOCTSAX TpaHCQopMaIii
VSIBJIEHb PO MIPHPOJY JFOJHHH Ta ii MOKITHKAHHS B YMOBAX BiMCEKOBOro yacy. Tako aHaTi3yIOThCs
aKTyaiasH1 mpoOieMu ditocodcebkoi aHTponosorii, cnemudika gitocodii Ta KyIsTypH B 100y MeTa-
MOJIEPHY, OCMHCIIOEThCS (DeHOMEH BiMHH K BH3HAYATBHHN YHHHHUK CYYaCHOI pelemiii OfBIYHHX
¢durocodchkux MpobiIeM. YJacHHKH KOH(epeHINi BUXOIITE 3a MeK1 YCTAJIEHOTO €BPOIOIEHTPH3IMY
Ta MPOMOHYIOTh HOBI MIAXOAH A0 BHBUEHHS CHAJKy BITUH3HSIHHX MHCIHTEIB. UepBOHOK HHUTKOIO
Kpi3b BCl MaTepiaai KOoHepeHIlii MPOXOIUTh 11es TaJory 3 TeHlaJJbHUMH MTOoTepeTHHKAMH SIK KoY
JTO OCSITHEHHS CBOEPIAHOCTI 3ByUaHHS aHTPOIIOIOTTYHHX MIPOOIIEM.
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IMomy1i3M i KOHCHIPOJIOTisi: CAMOBHKPHTTH JIIOJIHHH MACH B TPAHHYHIH CHTY-

amii BiliHH

ITomupeHHEA MOMYIi3MY BioGpaikae mepeMory 0aHaIBHOCTI, CKENTHIH3MY Ta PEIIATHRI3MY JIIOAHHH MacH. ITia-
KpECITIOEThCA BHKOPHCTAHHA TEOPiH 3MOBH fAK iHCTPYMEHTIB /A MONITHYHHX MAHIOYJIAIIH, AKI MAalTh pEalbHi
HACIIOKH. Big3HadaeThcA MOTEHIIAT 3MiH B TPaHHYHIH CHTyallii BiffHH i HeoOXiMHICTh KPHTHIHOTO MHCIICHHA A
MPOTHIII IOMYTiCTCEKHM MaHIITYJIAITLAM.
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Populism and conspiracy theories: unmasking the mass-man in the ultimate

situation of war

The spread of populism reflects the victory of the banality, skepticism and relativism of the masses. It is empha-
sized the use of conspiracy theories as tools for political manipulation that have real consequences. The potential for
changes in the extreme situation of war and the need for critical thinking to counteract populist manipulations are
noted.

Keywords: political populism, conspiracy theories, mass-man, ultimate situation, war.

The waves of populism, which have freely swept across the globe in recent decades, do not
testify to the dominance of the 'banality of evil', as interpreted by H. Arendt. They rather simply
reflect the victory of banality’, skepticism, and relativism in all their various forms. In a way, the
postmodern lifestyle has effectively marginalized rationality among the masses, reducing critical
thinking to a narrow specialization in scientific or specialized knowledge. Conspiracy theories,
in the form of entertaining narratives that deny established official facts and spread false rumors,
such as the existence of a shadow world government or ‘Bandera Nazis’ manipulating public
opinion, have become effective tools for political struggle and propaganda. Despite the over-
whelming evidence, several million supporters of conspiracy theories firmly believe that the
Earth is flat, the Holocaust never happened, and Ukraine bombs itself. These beliefs underscore
the tragic consequences of a lack of critical thinking.

On a theoretical level, the political function of conspiracy theories is considered a probable,

though not mandatory, component of conspiracies®. It is noted that conspiracy theories are ac-
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3 Under au-

tively and consciously used by “one-party systems, dictators, and populist leaders
thoritarian social systems, political populism often resembles a political religion*. However, the
communities of supporters of each populist or authoritarian leader share a capsule ideology that
shields their views from external information influences, challenging epistemic authorities.

This means that a person who supports conspiracy theories inherently questions the words of
experts and disregards widely accepted facts. Such individuals often view this information as
deceit aimed at manipulating the ‘common people’. Populist leaders capitalize on the inherent
rational doubt of those who question experts’ statements and reject established facts. They posi-
tion themselves, claiming to speak on behalf of the people, against those seen as bearers of ob-
jective information, portraying them as an official elite concealing the true state of affairs. This
opposition of one’s ideas and values to established structures indicates the affinity between polit-
ical populism and popular cultureS, which is widespread and recognized by mass society. For
instance, Viktor Orban and Jaroslaw Kaczynski criticize the official structures of the European
Union, Donald Trump critiques the ‘deep state’, Volodymyr Zelensky voiced criticisms of his
predecessors, and only the Russians appear to criticize NATO and the USA, seemingly without
recognizing the presence of an elite in their own country.

The kinship between the followers of a political leader and their idol is rooted in a strong
emotional connection, allowing us to draw a comparison with the fandom associated with popu-
lar culture figures. This strong emotional connection, coupled with the a priori rejection of any
information that does not align with the explanatory framework of the supporters' epistemologi-
cal 'capsule,’ gives rise to ideas that are exceptionally resistant to rational or value-based argu-
ments. This resistance is particularly pronounced in the face of persecution or oppression di-
rected at the chosen idol.

Certain situations and types of leaders can introduce new ideas, and in some cases, the stabil-
ity within a community of supporters may play a positive role in the adoption of new practices
and values, provided that these ideas are genuine and pertinent to evolving life circumstances.
However, when dealing with the irrational denial of facts, manipulation, or propaganda, only ex-
treme life situations, philosophically referred to as ultimate situations — such as war — have the
capacity to rekindle critical thinking and sensitize supporters of conspiracy theories and political
populism to rational arguments. To illustrate this, consider the statistical fact of Ukrainians' sup-
port for joining the NATO alliance. It is a rational fact, which 1s confirmed by expert conclu-
sions, that NATO membership is a reliable factor for Ukraine's security in the future. This is a
fact that has been known since the early 2000s. Despite expert consensus that NATO member-
ship 1s crucial for Ukraine's future security, thanks to Russian propaganda and manipulative me-
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dia reports, only 48% of the population supported joining the alliance before the full-scale ag-
gression began, compared to the 89% support seen today’.

The Russian sociological agency ‘Levada Center’ found that following the full-scale invasion
of Ukraine by the russian federation on February 24, support for russian president vladimir putin
as well as the fact of aggression to increased 83% among population®. This indicator is decreas-
ing, but very slowly’. Simultaneously, the widespread support for war with Ukraine or complete
indifference to human suffering among the aggressor country’s population serves as a practical
result and a sign of masterful populist manipulation of conspiracy theories. The Russian popula-
tion may only break free from this mass condition through ultimate situations, such as war.
Hence, political populist leaders, while attempting to conceal their true intentions, involuntary
foster the reveal and unmasking of the concealed desires and needs of the masses. Paradoxically,

they themselves remain figures of the masses, despite their self-estimate as a Master of Mass.
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